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Version control sheet  

The COMFOCUS Data Management Plan is a working document and will evolve during the 
lifetime of the project. The table below provides an overview of the versions of the Data 
Management plan and the changes that have been made during the execution of the project.   
 

Version  Date  Summary of changes  

1.0  28/10/2021  First version of the COMFOCUS Data Management plan 
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Glossary 

Abbreviation Full form 

COMFOCUS Community on Food Consumer Science 

DoA Description of Action 
FAIR Findable, Accessible, Interoperable and Re-

useable  
GA General Assembly 
IAB International Advisory Board  
IPRs Intellectual Property Rights 
JRA Joint Research Activities  
RIs Research infrastructures  
RRI Responsible Research & Innovation  
VA/TNA Transnational and Virtual Access activities 
WP Work Package 

 

Project summary 

COMFOCUS brings together, integrates on European scale, and opens up key national and 
regional research infrastructures in the inherently interdisciplinary field of food consumer 
science to all European researchers, from both academia and industry, ensuring their optimal 
use and joint development. Its mission is to advance the food consumer science community 
beyond its current level of fragmentation that is preventing it from being the data-rich science 
area contributing to the societal problem of (un)healthy food choices.  

As a library of meta data and digital service tools, the COMFOCUS Knowledge platform is 
developed as an easily accessible focal point for all European researchers to make this happen 
within the principles of FAIR and Responsible Research & Innovation (RRI) data use.  

COMFOCUS achieves this through a coordinated set of activities on networking, joint research 
and transnational and virtual access to key research infrastructures. Networking activities foster 
the culture of co-operation between 10 key research infrastructures, and beyond, in interaction 
with academic and industry research users and technology developers. Joint research activities 
develop the harmonization protocols for measurement and research procedures both in the 
area of conventional self-reported data and in the area of more objective emerging food 
consumer science methodologies. The transnational and virtual access activities ensure that 
researchers from outside the consortium are supervised to become experienced with this new 
way of working, while also contributing with new data to the data infrastructure from which the 
COMFOCUS Knowledge platform can further grow into the future.  

Promotion of transnational and virtual access and dissemination of COMFOCUS outcomes and 
innovations for maximum impact will be supported by a Stakeholder Forum from relevant bodies 
such as consumer organizations, food industry, retail, NGOs, and policy makers at national and 
EU levels. 
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1. Introduction 

COMFOCUS is an H2020 project funded by the European Commission (EC) and therefore required to develop 
a Data Management Plan (DMP). In the DMP is written how the project meets the responsibilities regarding 
data quality, data sharing and data security set by the EC. Research data should be Findable, Accessible, 
Interoperable, and Reusable (FAIR) and well managed to lead to knowledge discovery and innovation, data 
and knowledge integration and reuse. 

The COMFOCUS DMP aims to raise awareness among project partners and to support them in managing all 
collected and generated research data. This document outlines what kind of data will be collected and 
generated in COMFOCUS, whether and how the data will be exploited or made accessible for verification and 
re-use and how it will be curated and preserved.  

The DMP is a “living document” that will be refined and developed during the project lifecycle in order to 
present the status of the project’s reflections on data management. This document will be updated when 
necessary according to project needs.   
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2. Data management approach 

This chapter discusses the data management approach of COMFOCUS. First in chapter 2.1, the definition of 
‘research data’ that is used in COMFOCUS is given. In 2.2, the distinction between the two main types of 
data collected in COMFOCUS are described. In the subchapters 2.2.1 and 2.2.2, we will zoom into these two 
types of data and describe shortly how they are managed within the project. More information on how 
COMFOCUS complies with the FAIR principles for these types of data, can be found in chapter 3. 

2.1 Definition of research data used in COMFOCUS 

In COMFOCUS we will use the definition of research data of the H2020 guidelines, that states that (research) 
data "refers to information, in particular facts or numbers, collected to be examined and considered as a basis 
for reasoning, discussion, or calculation. In a research context, examples of data include statistics, results of 
experiments, measurements, observations resulting from fieldwork, survey results, interview recordings and 
images. The focus is on research data that is available in digital form”.1 

This definition serves as a common ground of understanding, as well as a basis for project members to check 
whether collected material is considered research data, and if project members therefore should adhere to 
the data methodology used in COMFOCUS (see 2.2). In the next subchapter we will describe the types of 
research data that will be generated in COMFOCUS. In case of doubt, the project manager can be consulted 
(comfocus@wur.nl).  

2.2 Types of data collected in COMFOCUS 

We distinguish two main types of data gathered in COMFOCUS: 1) project task data and 2) open call data. The 
distinction between these two types of data can be best explained by their role in the development of the 
COMFOCUS knowledge platform. The COMFOCUS knowledge platform is a cloud-based data platform that will 
be created in the project and serves as a central facility for the upload, linking and retrieval of consumer food 
science data.  

Project task data result from the execution of tasks in the WP. The project task data will contribute to the 
development of the COMFOCUS knowledge platform itself, including a discussion platform, a library to share 
materials and the COMFOCUS toolbox. This toolbox consists of five different tools. One of the tools is the data 
validation tool, that will ensure that only data sources that conform to the COMFOCUS harmonised 
approaches and protocols and the principles of FAIR and RRI become part of the COMFOCUS infrastructure. 

Open call data are datasets in consumer science resulting from the open calls. These datasets are the first to 
‘enter’ the COMFOCUS knowledge platform when the platform is live and will be used to test and improve the 
COMFOCUS knowledge platform. Open call data should conform to the standards of the data validation tool 
when uploading these (meta)data to the platform. 

In the following subchapters a more detailed description of these types of data is given, and how they will be 
managed in the project. 

 
1 https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/cross-cutting-issues/open-access-data-
management/open-access_en.htm  
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2.2.1 Project task data 

Project Related data consists of data resulting from the execution of tasks within the COMFOCUS work 
packages (WPs). Project related data contribute to the development of the COMFOCUS knowledge platform. 
These include the deliverables or task materials, e.g. deliverables (WP 1 through 18), dissemination material 
(mainly WP2), training material (WP2, 3 and 7) and scientific publications (all WP)2. These deliverables and 
tasks are all listed in the Description of Action (DoA) of COMFOCUS and include mostly reports or 
demonstrators. They are accessible via the COMFOCUS Basecamp (internally) and/or the COMFOCUS website  
(www.comfocus.eu) (externally).  

Most deliverables from the Joint Research Activities (WP 4-8) are also part of the COMFOCUS knowledge 
platform. Therefore, they are incorporated into and retrievable from this platform. These consist for example 
of protocols, ontologies and data validation criteria.  

For datasets that are not available on the COMFOCUS knowledge platform or COMFOCUS website, we ask WP 
leaders to fill the table below (Table 1).  

Table 1. Table format for WP related data gathered within COMFOCUS 

Dataset description  
Description Include a summary of the dataset content 
Generated/collected Indicate whether the dataset will be generated within the 

project or whether it is collected or transformed from 
existing datasets. In case the dataset is collected, mention 
the origin of the dataset. 

Nature of the dataset content Indicate the type of content that is or are included in the 
dataset (e.g. ontology, images) 

Size of the dataset Indicate the size of the dataset (number of entries, disk 
space etc.) 

Foreseen use Indicate for whom the dataset might be interesting, who 
could benefit from it 

Data formats used Indicate the data formats that are used (e.g. XML, CSV) 
Meta standards used Indicate if and which metadata standards are used 
Dataset use and sharing  
Place of storage  Indicate if and where there are repositories where the 

dataset and/or its metadata have been published in 
Software required for use Indicate whether there is a special software needed to use 

the dataset 
Dissemination mechanisms Indicate how the availability of the dataset will be 

announced 
Type of license Indicate the type of license of the dataset 
Data access policy Indicate the data access policy (e.g. open) 

 
2 Perhaps it is questionable whether this should be considered as data, looking at the research data definition in 
chapter 2.1. However, for completeness and to be able to make the distinction between the two types of project-
related data, this data type is included as well. 
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Embargo period If the dataset is generated, will there be an embargo 
period for open access to the dataset? 

Preservation  
Preservation strategy Indicate wheter there is a preservation strategy, duration 

of the preservation 

2.2.2 Open call data 

Open call data are datasets in consumer science resulting from Open Calls (WP3). These datasets include data 
on self-reported measures such as socio-demographics, food behaviour, sociopsychological concepts, 
purchase, willingness to pay and consumption (Open Call round 1) and data from emerging technologies such 
as eye tracking, face reader, galvanic skins response, EEG and biometric data (Open Call round 2).  

(Meta) data of these datasets resulting from the Open Calls will be uploaded, stored and shared via the 
COMFOCUS knowledge platform. An entry point in the COMFOCUS knowledge platform will give access to 
allow data to be submitted to the platform by Open Call applications and subsequently accessed using 
automated procedures. FAIRification of the Open Call data is not only required, but will be part of the Open 
Call as well. Wherever possible, open access to the data will be demanded. If open access is not possible 
(due to for example privacy issues), only the meta data of the data will be published.  
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3. FAIR principles in COMFOCUS 

3.1 Making data findable 

3.1 FINDABLE  
How are the data produced and/or used in the project 
discoverable with metadata and identifiable? Refer to 
standard identification mechanisms. Do you make use of 
persistent and unique identifiers such as Digital Object 
Identifiers?  

All new datasets collected within COMFOCUS will be collected and 
described according to the newly agreed standards and research 
protocols. 
 
The data validation tool developed in task 7.1 will be checking the 
validity of data in the given dataset and its metadate given the 
validation criteria defined in WP5 and WP8 and the ontology created in 
WP5. 

What naming conventions do you follow?  Each dataset stored into the COMFOCUS knowledge platform is 
accompanied with a set of descriptive metadata. A template for the 
meta data report will be developed in task 5.5.    

How are search keywords provided that optimize possibilities 
for re-use?  

Each dataset is accompanied by a set of descriptive metadata about the 
dataset itself and its variables that will be developed in WP5. 
 
Searching and filtering will be enabled by the harmonised dataset search 
tool (task 7.2) using the navigation of metadata defined by the ontology 
(WP5).  

How do you provide clear version numbers?  In case of any changes, changs are included in the metadata. 
What metadata will be created? In case metadata standards 
do not exist in your discipline, please outline what type of 
metadata will be created and how. 

Task 5.2 will develop harmonised data models for harmonised measures 
capturing the data protocols developed in WP4 and WP6. The data 
models include (1) structure of a data set belonging to a certain 
harmonised measure (entities, attributes, units, relations between 
entities and attributes) and (2) meta data of a data set (used 
harmonised measure, party that generated the data, date of generation, 
country of generation).  
 
Task 5.5 will develop a meta data report and data validation criteria. 
This metadata report gives information for each variable: variable name, 
datatype, domain, definition when the data is missing, sanity checks 
with the other variables, a general description of its origin (data 
provenance).  
 
 

3.2 Making data accessible 

ACCESS  
Which data produced and/or used in the project will be made 
openly available as the default?  

Metadata of the Open call data will be available, including meta data of 
the dataset developed by task 5.2 (e.g. used harmonised measure, party 
that generated the data, date of generation, country of generation). 
 
All project task data will be accessible via the COMFOCUS website 
and/or the COMFOCUS knowledge platform. 
 

If certain or parts of datasets cannot be shared (or need to be 
shared under restrictions), explain why, clearly separating 
legal and contractual reasons from voluntary restrictions (e.g. 
ethical, rules of personal data, intellectual property, 
commercial, privacy-related, security-related, etc.). 

Regarding the Open call data, we are still investigating the exact 
possiblities of making open access to this data mandatory where 
possible.  

How will the data be made accessible (e.g. by deposition in a 
repository)? 
Can you provide us the link and D.O.I.?  

All (meta)data of research datasets will be shared and presented on 
COMFOCUS knowledge platform (www.comfocus.eu/knowledge-
platform/) 

What methods or software tools are needed to access the 
data?  

COMFOCUS knowledge platform is available online, but requesting 
access to the COMFOCUS knowledge platform is neccesary (by a user 
registration process). 
 

Where will the data and associated metadata, documentation 
and code be deposited? Preference should be given to 

(Meta)data of the open call data will be deposited in the COMFOCUS 
knowledge platform. Documentation about the harmonised metadata 
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certified repositories which support open access where 
possible.  

will be available via deliverables on the COMFOCUS website 
(comfocus.eu) and can be retrieved from the COMFOCUS knowledge 
platform.  
 

Have you explored appropriate arrangements with the 
identified repository? 

Repository during the project will be the COMFOCUS knowledge 
platform. The COMFOCUS knowledge platform will be available for at 
least 3 years after the project ends. After those three years, the 
COMFOCUS knowlege platform will preferably be linked to the and 
sustained in the FNH-RI environment.  

If there are restrictions on use, how will access be provided? Access to the COMFOCUS knowledge platform is possible after an user 
registration process.  

Is there a need for a data access committee? Access to (meta)data will be determined by the conditions for access 
described in task 3.1 and the user registration procss 

Are there well described conditions for access (i.e. a machine 
readable license)?  

Task 3.1 will write the open calls texts, as well as the conditions for 
access tot the COMFOCUS knowledge platform.  
 

How will the identity of the person accessing the data be 
ascertained? 

Authentication and authorisation machanisms will be used. There is a 
user registration process. 

 

3.3 Making data interoperable 

 INTEROPERABLE8    
Is the project allowing data exchange and re-use between 
researchers, institutions, organisations, countries, etc. (i.e. 
adhering to standards for formats, as much as possible 
compliant with available (open) software applications, and in 
particular facilitating re-combinations with different datasets 
from different origins)?   

Yes, COMFOCUS’s objective is to bring together, integrate and open up 
key national and regional research infrastructures in the inherently 
interdisciplinary field of food consumer science to all European 
researchers, from both academia and industry, ensuring their optimal 
use and joint development 

What data and metadata vocabularies, standards or 
methodologies will the project follow to make the data 
interoperable?  

Task 5.5 will develop a meta data report and data validation criteria 
within the food and consumer science community, based on the 
harmonisation established in WP4 and WP6. 
   

Will your project use standard vocabularies for the data types 
present in the data sets to allow inter-disciplinary 
interoperability?   

 If not, will you provide mapping to more commonly 
used ontologies?  

Task 5.3 aims to develop and agree on ontologies in the food consumer 
science domain for search and knowledge representation. We will agree 
on tools for the ontology development and presentation, and publishing 
standards for the ontology. Second, we will define the domains for 
which the ontology will be developed. The next step is to investigate 
the applicability of already existing ontologies and develop ontology as 
far as no ontology exists, and link the ontology to existing ontologies, 
ongoing iterations to share and review knowledge is foreseen.  

 

3.4 Making data Reusable 

REUSABLE   
How will the data be licensed to permit the widest re-use 
possible?  

To be determined within the project  

When will the data be made available for re-use?   
- If applicable, specify why and for what period a 
data embargo is needed.  

After upload on the COMFOCUS knowledge platform, meta data is 
available. Re-use of Open Call data will depend on their open access 
levels.   

How long is it intended that the data remains re-usable?   The COMFOCUS knowledge platform and the dedicated exchange 
server will be hosted and managed by WR for a length of at least 3 
years after finishing the project.  

Are the data produced and/or used in the project useable by 
third parties, in particular after the end of the project? If the 
re-use of some data is restricted, explain why.   

In the medium to long term, the COMFOCUS knowledge platform will 
be a research facility that can be used in future (European) projects. In 
addition, partners are encouraged to publish research data as 
supporting material with their publication to facilitate preservation of 
data for future re-use by other projects or research initiatives.  
  

How is the data quality assured?  Task 5.5 will develop data validation criteria, including criteria 
on quality like completeness, correctness or accuracy. Data will be 
assessed upfront using the data validation tool (task 7.1).  
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Figure 1 - Xxxx 

Simply dummy text of the printing and typesetting industry. Lorem Ipsum has been the industry's standard 

dummy text ever since the 1500s, when an unknown printer took a galley of type and scrambled it to make a 

type specimen book. It has survived not only five centuries, but also the leap into electronic typesetting, 

remaining ess 
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